Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 8th June, 2011 at 7.30 pm
  
Cathaoirleach:        Councillor Michael Farrelly
 
Other Members:     Councillors Padraig McKenny, Leonard Hatrick,
Fintan Malone, Pearse McGeough, Jim Tenanty., 
Mary Kavanagh, Dolores Minogue, Finnan McCoy
 Officials:               Joe McGuinness, Town Manager, 

 
Miriam Roe, 
Town Clerk
Sean O’Reilly, Actn’g Senior Executive Engineer 
-------------------------------
MINUTE 50/11
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 11th May 2011 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr Tenanty, seconded by Cllr Kavanagh.

MINUTE 51/11
Matters Arising

Cllr Farrelly remarked that the pothole at the bridge is still there. 

Cllr McCoy asked if the litter at the shortcut could be removed.  S O’Reilly responded that he would get the General Services Supervisor to check it out.
MINUTE 52/11
Walled Town Day

Walled Town Day is being held in Ardee on 27th August.  Joe McGuinness suggested that a meeting be organised with the Heritage Officer, Brendan McSherry to proposals.
MINUTE 53/11
Improve Our Town Competition

It was unanimously agreed to proceed with this competition again for 2011.  Discussion followed regarding whether plaques or an alternative would be awarded.  It was agreed that this would be agreed closer to the awards date.  

MINUTE 54/11
Planned Works

Joe McGuinness informed the Cllrs that this would be a running item on future Agendas from the Senior Executive Engineer.

Sean O’Reilly outlined the following items.

The black topping of the Main Street between the Market Square and Kells Road junctions was proposed to commence on Mon/Tues evening/night next. Weather permitting works would commence at 6.30pm and finish at 1.00am approx. 
Potholes at the bridge and at the N52 roundabout: - The Council staff were currently getting roads ready for surface dressing and that these potholes were on the list of works to be carried out.

Cllr McKenny remarked that the picnic tables were a great addition to the fairgreen and Cllr McCoy commented on the new seating in place at various locations in the town.

Joe McGuinness informed the Cllrs that the section of the County that was/is covered by the Mid Louth Area Office based in Ardee Town had now been increased to take in the full extents of the Mid Louth Electoral Area. The Mid Louth Area now includes Dunleer, Castlebellingham, Dromiskin and it extends as far south as Dunany point.  
MINUTE 55/11
Notice of Motion

From Cllr McGeough

“That Ardee Town Council believes that that The Universal Social Charge is an unjust and regressive tax, bearing down most heavily on those least able to afford it.  The Universal Social Charge affects people earning as little as 77 euros per week.  The Universal Social Charge is indiscriminate and affects someone earning100,000 euro at the same rate as someone earning 16,016 euro

Low income workers, including medical card holders, working lone parents and working widows, who were exempt from the health and income levies which the Universal Social Charge replaced, are no longer exempt.  Coupled with the changes to tax credits and bands introduced in Budget 2011, the Universal Charge has increased the burden of taxation on the working poor and Ardee Town Council calls for the abolition of this Universal Social Charge.”

A discussion followed regarding this motion and it was agreed on the proposal of Cllr McGeough and seconded by Cllr Hatrick.

MINUTE  56/11

Notice of Motions from Other Councils
· Donegal County Council – Universal Social Charge – noted

· Wexford Borough Council – Review of Legislation to assess rateable Valuations of commercial rates -  Supported

· Monaghan Town Council – Cost of Commercial Rates – Supported

A discussion followed regarding the cost of commercial rates and rent prices in Ardee.  Cllr McCoy commented that if rents were lowered on properties that this would encourage more businesses to open in the town.  
Cllr McKenny remarked that many property owners were indebted to banks and were unable to reduce rents.  Ardee Traders Association and the Town Council are active in promoting Ardee through various events/initiatives and that ATC needed to continue in its support of such initiatives.

Cllr McGeough stated that people needed to have confidence in the economy.  He also remarked that it would be beneficial to set up a forum that would encompass the traders, statutory bodies/agencies to look at Ardee and its future development.
Joe McGuinness advised the Cllrs that LCC didn’t increase rates and were happy to arrange payment plans with businesses experiencing difficulties in paying.  Endeavours to brand Ardee have been very successful and are being built on year on year.

On the proposal of Cllr McGeough and seconded by Cllr Malone it was agreed to invite the IDA to make a presentation to the Town Council regarding its strategy for the Ardee / Mid Louth Area.  – Agreed unanimously

· Fermoy Town Council -  ESB customers in arrears to have similar discounts to others – Suported

· Carrickmacross Town Council, Wexford Borough Council, Monaghan Town Council and Clonmel Borough Council – supported previous motion  (minute 33/11)
MINUTE  57/11

Correspondence

· PSNI response – Noted
· Ulster Bank – Noted

It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr McKenny and seconded by Cllr McCoy that a letter is sent to the AIB requesting the installation of an ATM.

· Fuchsia House -  The contents of this letter were discussed and it was agreed to reply as the sentiments in this correspondence were ATC’s sentiments and that this was not a regular occurrence. 

S O’Reilly stated that LCC staff clean the Main Street every Sunday morning. It was remarked upon by the Cllrs that the streets always looked well after this work was done.

Cllr McCoy remarked on the condition of the Riverside Walk and that people couldn’t walk their dogs because of the broken glass.

Joe McGuinness suggested that a letter be sent to the Superintendent regarding this area and the enforcement of alcohol bye-laws.

Cllr Farrelly remarked that this would be an ideal location for Cameras as previously discussed at the JPC.

Both Cllr Minogue and Cllr McGeough stated that these problems were being casued by a small number of individuals and were not a true reflection of the majority of youth in the town.

· Ards Borough Council – Response to Thurles Town Council - Noted
· Invitation from John Boyle O’Reilly Society of Ireland – Noted
· OPW Response – noted

MINUTE  57/11

A.O.B.
De La Salle House – Cllr Minogue enquired as to the progress of this item previously on the Agenda.  J McGuinness responded that a meeting had been sought at a time which was mutually agreeable to both parties and would revert.
Youth Reach – Cllr Minogue enquired as to the status of the proposed meeting with Deputy O’Dowd.  Cllr McKenny remarked that it was very discourteous to cancel the arranged meeting at such short notice which was a view supported by other Cllrs.  It was agreed that Deputy O’Dowds party members would contact him to arrange another meeting.
Recycling Centre in Ardee – Cllr Kavanagh remarked that the opening of a recycling centre in Ardee was a great development for the area. 

Joe McGuinness suggested that ATC should invite the proprietors to the next meeting to give a presentation to the members.  This was agreed by all present.

Ardee Castle – Cllr McKenny asked what progress was being made regarding the development of the castle.

Joe McGuinness informed the members that a report had been submitted to Brian Walsh, Museum Curator and this would be brought back to the members.
College Park – S O’Reilly notified the Cllrs that a request was received from Ardee Celtic to use this area over the summer months.  It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr McKenny and seconded by Cllr Minogue.

Nominations for Memorandum of Understanding between Newry and Mourne Distict Council and Louth County Council's - Joint Committee of Elected Members – Joe McGuinness asked for nominations for two members of ATC to sit on the above committee.

Cllr McKenny was proposed by Cllr Kavanagh and seconded by Cllr Malone

Cllr Farrelly was proposed by Cllr Kavanagh and seconded by Cllr Malone

Cllr Minogue wished all students sitting Junior Cert and Leaving Cert the best of luck

This concluded the meeting.
Signed:       ____________________               Dated:           _____________
